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Once again my autumn lamp 
 
By Ailyn Lee 
Curated by Colleen Dalusong 

 

Uncool Gallery is pleased to present Once again my autumn lamp, a solo exhibition by Ailyn Lee—
selected artist of the gallery’s Solo Show Open Call (Fall 2025) curatorial project—curated by Colleen 
Dalusong. Lee’s interdisciplinary practice integrates drawing, sculpture, and short film to reframe the 
human body and found objects as containers of memory, vulnerability, and desire. Lee is deeply inspired 
by her childhood in her grandmother’s antique shop, surrounded by delicate relics holding decades-old 
dreams and secrets. 

Guided by the Surrealist technique of automatism, Lee’s drawings on wood use intuitive mark-making 
and gestures to capture the vivid imagery of her own dreams, brimming with golden moonlight, 
translucent butterflies, and smoldering cigarettes. These mysterious images, simultaneously nostalgic  
yet unfamiliar, act as memory boxes that illuminate emotions and recollections which were once 
silenced and overlooked.    

In her sculptural work, Lee reimagines the exquisite corpse parlor game by reassembling found objects 
such as antique wooden cribs, dismembered mannequin parts, and bronze doorbells into human-like 
figures. While others may see these items as junk, Lee endows them with a second life by rehabilitating 
materials once abandoned for their fragility and imperfections into new configurations that stand as a 
testament to the transformative nature of strength and survival.  

Born from a desire to share the narrative dimension that emerges during her sculptural process, Lee’s 
short film Good Shoes Take You to Good Places unfolds in a series of dreamlike scenes that follow the 
logic of dreams rather than the rules of the waking world. Inspired by The Red Shoes (1948), Lee’s film 
follows a young woman who inexplicably wakes up in the middle of the night to find a pair of gift-
wrapped high heels have appeared underneath her bed. Her delight soon turns into confusion, as it is 
revealed that these shoes have granted her passage into the world of the paintings and sculptures that 
decorate her apartment.  

Once again my autumn lamp offers an alluring glimpse into the artist’s fragmented memories. In her 
oeuvre, Ailyn Lee sheds light on the physical traces of time and human touch, and how subconscious 
narratives of desire and vulnerability linger in our waking moments, suggesting that life may be felt as 
one continuous dream.  
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About the artist:  

Ailyn Lee (b. 1994, South Korea) is an interdisciplinary artist whose practice merges drawing, sculpture, 
and film to explore memory, vulnerability, and transformation. Drawing inspiration from her childhood 
spent in her grandmother’s antique shop, Lee works with found objects and intuitive mark-making to 
reveal the emotional life embedded in material things. Her installations and short films unfold like 
dream sequences, blending ritual, humor, and intimacy to question how objects carry traces of human 
desire and time. 
Lee earned her BFA and MFA from the School of Visual Arts, New York. Her work has been exhibited at 
A.I.R. Gallery, HERE Arts Center, the Wassaic Project, and Visionary Projects, among others. She has 
been awarded residencies at ISCP, the Wassaic Project, Kunstraum, and the Vermont Studio Center. Her 
practice has been featured in Artconnect, Art Seen Magazine, Suboart Magazine, and Artsin Square. 

 

 
Public reception: November 19, 2025, from 7–9 PM 
Visits: November 20–29, 2025 
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